ACTS 20:7-12
(Reading: Rom.15:14-22; Act.20:1-12)

What A Day!


Congregation...

	Well, here he is - a boy who could have been in our Cadet Club.
		Because Eutychus would have been between 8 and 14 years old.
			And that would make him just the right age to join the Club!

	But how about if you had Eutychus in your Club?
		Not really the most attentive boy.
			I mean, he keeps falling asleep!
				
	No wonder that poor Eutychus has been the bane of so many children throughout the centuries of church history ever since.
		For how many parents haven’t given their children a big shake during church, or a telling off, saying, “Wake up!”
			“Don’t be like Eutychus!”
				“Look what happens when you don’t pay attention!”

	This is really quite an injustice to that boy in our text.
		Because the real Eutychus wasn’t anything like that!
			
	Actually I think Eutychus would have been a great Cadet.
		And let’s see why.
			In three different ways let’s get to know this boy a bit more.
				And by doing that perhaps the Lord might make us realise what He loves to see in us more.
  
	First of all, we note, FOR EUTYCHUS THIS WAS A SPECIAL DAY.
		We can’t really miss this in verse 7.

	And why not?
		Well, let’s get the scene of what’s happening.

	The apostle Paul had already been there six days.
		The church there would already have met every night to hear God’s Word from His apostle.
			And they could only do it at night because most of them were slaves who had to work during the whole daytime.
				Night-time was the only time they got to themselves.

	The night Luke is writing about in verse 7 is the last night Paul is going to be with them.
		So that in itself was special.
			Paul had only been once before and they wouldn’t know if he would be back.
	In fact, he himself was saying he wouldn’t be coming back.
		The prophets had been telling him that he would soon be brought in chains to Rome.
			In Acts 21 verse 11 we read of one them - Agabus - telling Paul this.
				And later on, in this same chapter of our text, he has that quite emotionally-charged final meeting with the Ephesian elders.
		
	But, you know, that’s not what really made this day special.
		It’s actually because it’s the Lord’s Day that it’s special.
			Verse 7 says, “On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.”

	Okay, you might say, they came together on Sunday.
		And because it was Sunday they had a worship service where they had the Lord’s Supper.
			The apostle Paul preached a sermon.

	An extra-special thing is, though, this is the first time it’s clearly stated that they were worshipping on Sunday.
		If they had been following the Jewish Sabbath they would have had communion the day before.
			Because the Old Testament kept the last day of the week set apart for God.
				Now, because of Jesus rising from the dead on the first day of the week, there was a new Sabbath - the Christian Sabbath.

	FOR EUTYCHUS THIS WAS A SPECIAL DAY because it was Sunday.
		So for the same reason we’re here in church today, he was there with God’s people. 
			In that poor part of town, up on the third floor of the apartment block they’re worshipping the Lord together.

	And how was it that Eutychus was there, allowed to stay up so late?
		I’m sure it would have been because his family was there.
			Eutychus was a common enough Greek name and they would probably have been converts to the Christian faith from a Gentile background.
	It’s because so many of these people are new to the faith that Paul is preaching as much as he can.
		He wants to teach them how Christ is the fulfilment of all the Scriptures and how now the Gospel is going out to all men.
			He was, after all, the apostle to the Gentiles, as we read in Romans 15 verse 18.

	Paul’s lengthy preaching, though, meant that FOR EUTYCHUS THIS BECAME A LONG DAY.
		This is the second thing we note here about Eutychus.

	You see, when Luke writes in verse 8, “There were many lamps in the upstairs room where they were meeting,” he doesn’t say it only to show that these people were eager to be able to see Paul, or even that they were keenly following the scriptures while he was preaching.
		Luke especially writes this because these lamps were oil lamps.
			And oil lamps, after burning for a while, give off an odour which can make you sleepy.

	This is probably why Eutychus was sitting on the window sill.
		He knew these lamps made him sleepy so he tried to get as much fresh air as he could to stay awake.

	So it’s not that lots of other people would have been falling asleep.
		It’s just that he was one of those who easily did fall asleep.
			
	You get people like that in churches.
		Some find it harder to stay awake than others.

	There is a minister I know who often nods off when he’s listening to another minister.
		I always wondered if that was the reason he became a minister - to stay awake during the service!
			
	So Eutychus was actually doing what he could to stay awake.
		But no amount of Dutch Peppermints or Salt Drops were going to help him though this one!
			
	Just think, he had already worked the whole day.
		He would have been to all the talks Paul had given on each of the previous six nights.
	 		And now it was really all just a bit too... much... for him... .

	He fell!
		And there’s nothing quite so dramatic as something like that in church.
			I have led services when there have been severe angina attacks, mental fits, and serious fainting spells, and there’s a hush that comes over everyone.
	Of course there are those who rush to help.
		Once, though, I heard of a church service where they were so shocked it took a few minutes before someone thought to help!

	FOR EUTYCHUS THIS BECAME A LONG DAY.
		And it was about to become even longer!

	He fell three storeys.
		They picked him up dead.

	We have to remember that Luke was a doctor.
		He knew a dead body when he saw one.
			And he had already perceptively picked out the cause of his sleepiness with those burning oil lamps and the smell they had.

	So Eutychus was dead.
		It only takes a fall of a few metres to seriously hurt yourself.
			And when it’s three storeys and you’re asleep there’s little hope.

	Well, what do you do?
		There was a doctor there.
			 Luke confirms the boy is dead.

	The meeting is well and truly disrupted!
		The parents, the family, the friends, they would need quite a bit of counselling now.
			You can see them.
	The women openly crying.
		The men holding on to them.
			The children stunned.
				And the elders and the visitors couldn’t have imagined anything worse.

	Then there’s Paul.
		An apostle.
			A man especially called by Christ Jesus Himself to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles.
				And he was to bring it by what he said and what he did!

	This is why, congregation, we have to see, in the third place, that FOR EUTYCHUS THIS IS A SIGN OF THE ETERNAL DAY.
		Because Paul goes straight down to where the boy lies.
			He throws himself on that limp and still body.
	He puts his arms around him.
		“Don’t be alarmed,” he says, “he’s alive!”

	Now, if someone did that today we would think he’s not all there.
		And as Christians we know that Eutychus’ soul would be in heaven with the Lord.
			That the promise Jesus gave to those who believe in Him.
				In Luke 23 verse 43 He gives that assurance to the criminal dying next to him on the cross.

	So while the people there would have been mourning the death of Eutychus, they weren’t mourning as those who didn’t believe.
		They’d heard the gospel, the good news about Jesus.
			That this day had been so special for Eutychus was because of the love of Jesus in his heart.
				It was the Holy Spirit Himself who was in him.

	So what happens next is quite unique.
		And it only happens because this is in a special time of church history.
			Because here is a miracle!

	The apostle Paul brings Eutychus back to physical life!
		Like Peter in Acts 9 brought back to life Dorcas so Paul does here.

	You see, at certain times in salvation-history the Lord does things in an extra-ordinary way.
		We can see this most clearly in the life of the Master Himself, Jesus.
			But right throughout the Old Testament and here at the beginning of the New, there was miracles which show what God is doing.
	In the words of Benjamin Warfield, “Miracles do not appear on the page of Scripture vagrantly, here, there, and elsewhere indifferently, without a certain reason.
		“They belong to revelation periods, and appear only when God is speaking to his people through accredited messengers, declaring his gracious purposes.”

	We can see this in the two examples from the Old Testament which are almost identical in detail to this here.
		There is the story of Elijah’s healing of the widow’s son in 1st Kings 17.
			In verse 21 there we read how he stretched himself out upon the boy crying to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!”
				And Elisha in 2nd Kings 4 verse 34 does an identical thing with the Shunammite’s son.

	Both miracles were showing how these men were the Lord’s prophets.
		They had a divine anointing for a special time in the history of His people.
			These were signs that confirmed who they were.
				Because they were pointing to what the Messiah, Jesus, would do!

	That’s why despite all the miracles of healing many churches are claiming today, what is one thing they have definitely never done?
		They can never raise anyone from the dead.

	Oh, they claimed it alright.
		But those claims have all been proved false.
			It’s not a revelatory period.
				And those men today are neither apostles nor prophets!
			
	But in our text it was a special time.
		So what happened here is symbolic - it tells us of something else.
			FOR EUTYCHUS THIS IS A SIGN OF THE ETERNAL DAY.

	Of course, then, it also meant that Eutychus was able to go on serving the Lord in Troas.
		With his family and friends in the church they would be able to tell and show the good news.
			And every time they looked at Eutychus they would be reminded of what was waiting for them after they did die.

	So we have seen what this day meant for Eutychus.
		But how about you?
			
	Is this day for you a special day?
		Can you see the sign of the eternal day?

	If you can answer these questions positively then like the believers in Troas you’ll go home greatly comforted.
		Because the story about Jesus is good news.
			His death means that we’re alive forever more.
				In His words in John 11, verses 25 and 26, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

	Every time you meet God’s people in worship you hear about this.
		Then you know whose day this really is and why it’s this day.
			
	Because this is the first day!
		The first day of the rest of your life!
			The life which will never die.
				Amen.


PRAYER:
Let’s pray...
	O loving heavenly Father,
		How much don’t we thank and praise You for the doing and dying of Your Son.
			He is the One all these signs looked forward to or look back towards.
				And now He is the One who is guiding us to You by the Holy Spirit.
	Please keep us looking to Jesus.
		Let’s keep going this week the way we have started it - with Him.
			In Jesus’ precious Name we pray, Amen.

				 


